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Here’s wishing you all a happy New Year. We have made it safely into a new year in
spite of the fact that December 21, 2012 should have seen the demise of earth itself. It is
my thought that this chapter and one more will bring this series of studies to a close. I
do appreciate the many letters and e-mails saying what and how much you have
received from this series. Your testimonies, love, and support are always welcome.

In part eight of this series we emphasized the importance of seeking immortality and
eternal life; assuming that this effort would bring us into a place of completeness and
fulfillment of God’s promise to us. My early years of preaching began seriously in 1957
after I left bible school and began preaching as an evangelist around my island home
of Jamaica. But I was raised in a Baptist home and taught that particular brand of
doctrine.

When I accepted Christ as Savior in what is known in Jamaica as the “New
Testament Church of God” with head Quarters in Cleveland, Tennessee, the doctrine
was not much different from that of the Baptist. The only thing that differed much was
the fact that we brought in music, shouting, and basking in the movements of the Holy
Spirit. Up until 1968 I was ministering on the basic concepts of salvation that is the
bedrock of the Pentecostal movement everywhere. The emphasis was on winning
souls for Christ, and when they join the local church we teach them the different stages
of spiritual growth and working in God’s vineyard.

They are taught to serve and be faithful unto death, after which they would
receive their reward in heaven. At the end of every sermon we called sinners to
repentance, warning them that perhaps there will be no tomorrow, and it was
appointed unto man once to die and after this the judgment. When I crossed over the
threshold into the message of Sonship and the Kingdom, the ministry dwelt mainly on
the “manifestation of the sons of God.” But even up to this point of revealed “end-time
truths” ministers taught the word, operated the gifts, and died like anybody else.



No one came forward with a strong word that we should seek immortality and eternal
life as Paul exhorted the Romans to do. As if without thinking or paying much
attention to it, we simply accept the fact that the wages of sin is death. But instead of
working for it as a wage or a salary, everlasting is seen as a “gift of God.” Basically, we
were never taught by our leaders to genuinely seek after immortality while living in
our mortal bodies.

Again, I must repeat that somehow we took it for granted that along the way we
will acquire immortality in God’s own time without any effort on our part. Let us
determine how easy it is to miss truth and to continue living beneath and without
what is rightly ours. Listen to this! “The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias
cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things.” John 4: 25. The
good lady reached back in time to quote an ancient prophecy; then pointed to a future
time when Messiah would come, and all the time Messiah was standing right there in
front of her. She spoke truth that Jesus did not dispute for a moment! But her timing
was way off the charts.

It is on that basis that many Christians today are begging God for promised
realities that we are already walking in and are appropriating to ourselves. Many, like
this woman are pointing back to ancient times and ancient prophecies; then they pray
incessantly for God to keep them true until those promises are fulfilled somewhere in
the future. Consider the case of Martha for a moment! She believed that her brother
would live again, in the resurrection at the last day. But at that very moment she was
face to face with resurrection, and in her case, there was no need to ponder and consult
with a rabbi on the next Sabbath day. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection.”

But who among us can speak disparagingly of Martha? Who can point a finger
and say, “shame on you?” Haven't the church for centuries been believing and
embracing the same concept as Martha did? Christians the world over have been
taught by well trained, well educated ministers of the gospel to look forward to the
final day when resurrection will take place for those who died in Christ, and in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, those who are alive shall all be changed; and of
course, they offer supporting scriptures.

In some of my writings on this subject, I have said that during my many years of
church life and being around church people, I have heard some say, “I know Jesus as
my doctor and my healer.” They go on to offer a short history of their illnesses and
their wonderful healing.



Another will say, “I know Jesus as my provider” and another, “I know Jesus as my
husband,” and the list goes on. But I have never heard a single person say publicly in
divine worship or in bible studies that “I know Jesus as my resurrection.” Have you
ever heard that declaration from any Christian friend that you know? We have not
heard that because we were not taught to believe in a “present—current—on going
resurrection.”

But Jesus IS [not going to be] the resurrection and he proved it leaving no room
for controversy when he called Lazarus out of the grave. By the same token and with
the same breath, he said that the living who believes that he is the resurrection shall
never die. But he had to challenge Martha by asking, “Believest thou this?” Talk about
dropping a bomb!

This declaration was enough to blow Martha’s mind! But all she was asked to do
was to believe, much like the case of Nicodemus. We are not being asked to
understand all that God does, because his ways are past finding out. We are asked
simply to believe. And again we quote the Lord’s question to Sarah: “Is there anything
too hard for the Lord?” What do you think?

Let us try a very simple exercise at this juncture! We have heard it said, and I
have quoted it many times: “I am THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE: no man
cometh unto the Father but by me.” John 14: 6 Down through the many centuries of
church history of religious teachings we have argued even with sweat running down
our face that indeed, Jesus is the only way to the Father.

For those who would dare suggest any other way to God, we quickly rebuff and
set at naught their vain imaginations. We thump the pulpit and shout in the
microphone that there ain’t no other truth but Jesus for he himself said I am the truth.

We quickly shoot down the argument of every god and demigod who would
dare to introduce any other truth but that of Jesus Christ himself. When it comes to
Jesus being the life, we haven’t said a whole lot.

So here is the question! What kind of life was Jesus alluding to in his declaration?
Can we use a carving knife and be like butchers down at the slaughterhouse, as we
divide one part of “life” from another part of the same word? Does life stand on its
own turf and carries the same impact and realism as the single word connotes? Are we
to believe that life means one thing here; and means something else across the page?



We can ask a simple question: “What part of the word life don’t we understand?” With
what can we equate life? Is there anything else that can stand beside life as an equal
partner or counter-part? Can life be segmented and we appropriate it in increments or
like buying milk in sizes such as a pint, or a quart, or a gallon? Does one true believer
in Christ posses more life than another who lives on a lower plain?

When the bible speaks of life, it does not break it down into segments or
compartments. We should accept it on the basis that life is an order, a reality that has
no competition and it needs no props. The word of God speaks emphatically on the
subject. “And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that not the Son of God hath not life.” 1¢ John 5:
11,12. Now, tell me, my friend, how much of these two verses need further
explanation? Does having life allude to an inferior quality of life?

Have we been given, [for the time being] an inferior kind of life in Christ, to be
exchanged for a superior one later on? Was Christ trying to confuse us when he said
that we are passed from death unto life? Of course when we continue to look at the
cemeteries as we drive by, and as long as we equate our photos of 50, 60 years ago
with what we now see when we look in the mirror, the truth of passing from death
unto life becomes a challenge to some and a phantom or passing shadows to others.

Let us replace the word “hath” with “has” to read: “He that has the Son has life.”
That is a present—right now—as we speak reality. Should we anticipate another
portion or helping of life to be imparted to us at some later date? Let us remind
ourselves in no uncertain term, that Jesus Christ is more than the Savior of the world.
He is more than a healer of all our diseases, and more than a binder up of broken
hearts.

Everything about Jesus Christ is life and resurrection, and as a child of God there
is no need to seek life or to look for resurrection outside of him. Listen to this biblical
account that we seldom analyze or delve into the true meanings of what is written.

“In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” John 1: 4.

The verse is actually saying that every man has more affinity with life than with
death. Remember that death was not a part of God’s gifts to man in the garden; it was
a byproduct of man’s disobedience. What did God use to interject life into the body of
dust that he had just made? He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man
became a living soul. My Friends, life cannot die no matter our state of being!




Thus it is plain to see that every person who came to this earth began his sojourn with
life. There can be no inter-action or exchangeable relevance between life and death.
They cannot co-exist even for a moment. Do we understand this fact?

The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord, and at birth he lights every man’s
candle otherwise he would not have been born. Listen to this truth! “But if the Spirit of
him that raised Christ from the dead dwell in you, he that raised Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” Romans 8: 11. So then, it is
sound doctrine to accept the truth that we already have within us all that is necessary
to activate that change. It is not resurrection from without, but from within!

Let us remember that Jesus said, “Let the dead bury their dead, and except ye eat
the flesh of the Son of God ye have no life in you.” So even the life that was given to us
at birth has to be fused with the life of Christ, and that is why we are told “he that is
joined unto the Lord is one spirit.”

Unfortunately, because of teaching to the contrary, the greater percentage of
Christians the world over, are waiting for Christ to come upon a silvery cloud and
change their bodies from without. Let us remind ourselves how powerful what we
possess within really is. We have to keep referring to these important aspects of our
study, so as to keep the focus on certain truths.

“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above (and beyond) all that we ask
or think, according to the power that worketh IN US.” Ephesians 3: 20.

Notice that there is no limit to what God can do and will do according to the power
that already indwells us. As we contemplate the physical change that every Christian
yearns for, let us revisit Paul in his letter to the Romans. What we are about to read has
to do with our mortal bodies, and not simply the spirit within man.

Some of us have preached many sermons from this passage with the theme
being centered upon how we should present our bodies as a holy sacrifice before God.
This passage has top priority among groups such as those of the “Pentecostal
Holiness” persuasion.

The highlight of each sermon is that our bodies should be kept clean and holy,
away from fornication, adultery, whore mongering, lying, stealing, smoking and
drinking liquor to a point of drunkenness. But we will focus on another aspect of
Paul’s letter in the context of experiencing our physical change.



“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God [it will require his mercies] that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world: but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” Romans
12:1, 2.

Let us listen to the N. E. B’s translation. “Therefore, my brothers, I implore you by God’s
mercy to offer your very selves to him: a living sacrifice, dedicated and fit for his acceptance, the
worship offered by mind and heart. Adapt yourselves no longer to the pattern of this present
world, but let your minds be remade and your whole nature thus transformed. Then you will be
able to discern the will of God, and to know what is good, acceptable, and perfect.”

The word “conform” can be viewed twice and in Romans 12 we are admonished
not to be conformed to this world. It means not to be in partnership with the world, or
to be made into its image as an ally. But in Romans 8: 29 we are told that it is God’s
ultimate intention for us to be conformed to the image of his Son. We are also told in
Romans 12 that we should be transformed, meaning a total metamorphosis, as from a
caterpillar to a butterfly.

It is of paramount importance to note that all of these changes relate to our
bodies, and they are to be accomplished by what is already in us. Death lies in the
carnal mind, but life comes by the Spirit. Let us put our personal salvation in its proper
perspective.

Listen to Paul again! “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive FROM the
DEAD..Why? Because “he that is dead is freed from sin.” Ladies and gentlemen, it seems
very clear to me and it should also be clear to you from scripture, that death for the
child of God is an issue no more, for as Jesus himself affirmed, “Ye are passed from
death unto life.” Feeding the Spirit is life! Feeding the carnal mind is death!

The major task for multitudes of us is to create a renewed mind that will
accommodate the workings of the Holy Spirit within. As far as we have seen and
learned, all of the changes that the Church seemingly is waiting for, will be
accomplished by Christ upon his return to earth. But Paul made it quite clear that if the
Spirit that raised Christ from the dead dwells in us, he that raised Christ from the dead
will quicken our mortal bodies by his spirit that dwells in us. Romans 8: 11.



Notice very carefully that the changing of our bodies is not scheduled to be done by an
outward force, sent down from heaven by God to do just that bit of work. The
changing of our bodies is accomplished by the Spirit of him that raised Christ from the
dead, that right now, at this very moment dwells within us.

But we should always be cognizant of the fact the our change will be
accomplished by the renewing of our mind; not by an extra dose of faith, or another
pouring out of his Spirit in what some call the first blessing, and the second blessing,
and even the third blessing. Fasting and praying and spending hours around the altar
praying that God would kill the old man, will not do it. None of those elements are
counted with any worth in the process.

We were given the Holy Spirit that God has already placed within us, as the
“earnest” or down payment on the redemption of the purchased possession —meaning
the whole man—spirit, soul, and body. Change your thought pattern and trigger those
changes of which we speak.

Who else or what else do we need inside of us to achieve the change we are
talking about? We are told in no uncertain term; “As God hath said, I will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 2" Corinthians 6: 16.
Be mindful of the fact that when the Spirit of God took up residence within you, you
became the possessor of all the fullness of the Godhead.

How do we arrive at this conclusion? First of all, we are told that in Christ—in
his actual body dwells the fullness of the Godhead. And with the same breath we are
told that we are complete in him —meaning that we are short of nothing in terms of
what he is. God’s fullness was in Christ—Christ is now in us—making us complete in
him. Is this offering of biblical truths enough to convince you that you currently
possess all that is required to bring you to the end of your faith? “For it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” And his good pleasure is that
death shall be removed from the face of his creation, and saints shall bloom as the tree
of life in the midst of the garden, to the glory of God the Father. Ponder these things
and grow by them.

Please be reminded that all monetary gifts are to me payable to: Royce Kennedy as
instructed by the bank. Thank you ever so much for your love and support! Be
blessed in all that you do! Next mailing will be in two months.



